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This study aims at describing the characteristics of today's Japanese women 
cross-cultural marriages which do not apply to social exchange theory by analyzing 
the case of cross-cultural marriages between Japanese women in Bali including the 
relation of lifestyle migration.
The significant development of tourism in Bali affected the increasing of 
foreign tourists, particularly from Japan, which led to the emergence of cross-
cultural marriages in Bali. While previous researches showed that the history of 
Japanese women's cross-cultural marriages tended to be global hypergamy and 
bias orientalism. Yet, Japanese women's cross-cultural marriages in Bali cannot 
be explained as such. They choose to marry men who are relatively less qualified 
and educated than themselves. The change of today's Japanese women cross-
cultural marriages happened because of the diversity of migration itself. Women's 
motivations to migrate are not only for family reunions or to compete for better jobs 
and rise more income, but also to escape from drudgery of city living in quest for 
better quality of life, in search of leisure, idyllic life and tranquility which is known 
as lifestyle migration. It is a migration of relatively affluent individual from well-
developed country to less economically developed country, where the cost of living 
or property is cheaper. In this privileged migration, women with better education 
and financial independence are choosing to marry for love than for financial security. 
In addition, Bali as international resort destination offered them jobs availability in 
tourism. Most of them work in tourism to generate income in order to maintain their 
new lifestyle in Bali.
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